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status of teachers. It was in this atmosphere that educational
problems were discussed, and prominent persons directly inter-
ested in the life of schools found political support among masses
of people whose material and spiritual life was tied to the fate of
education.
It was at a congress of the Federazione that the problem of
religious and lay education was violently discussed, with Gentile
defending religious instruction according to a plan which he
eventually carried out in 1923. It was through the activities of
the Federazione that such persons as Gaetano Salvemini and
Alfredo Galletti spread their ideas on schools absolutely free
from religion, and advocated special powers for the Government
to bring about a reform of education. The periodicals directly
or indirectly connected with this movement, such as Ulstruzione
Media, La Corrente, and / Nuovi Doveri, were training thousands
of secondary-school teachers to defend their interests and those
of culture, to discuss all kinds of educational problems, and to
prepare for the new school in which individual initiative should
not be hampered by a State bureaucracy, but recognized as a
necessary constituent of a strong and stable State.
Among the persons who had the greatest influence on the
teachers, and later also on the authorities, was Giuseppe
Lombardo-Radice. A secondary-school teacher himself from
1901 to 1911 and later on Professor of Pedagogics in the universi-
ties of Catania and Rome, he was active as a writer and editor
of periodicals which had the greatest success. He edited I Nuovi
Doveri, which was followed by the Rassegna di Pedagogia (1912)
and U Educazione Nazionale. Series of books which did much
to spread a higher culture of educational problems were pub-
lished under his editorship, such as Pedagogisti ed Educatori
and Scuola e Vita. He belonged to the circles of Croce and
Gentile and collaborated in their periodicals and other activities,
remaining more faithful .than either to the principle that the
interests of the spirit are far above personal differences. His
book Lezioni di Didattica was considered for at least twenty-five
years after its first appearance (1913) as indispensable for all
elementary-school teachers who wanted to prepare seriously for
their work. His love for children and his passionate interest in
the development of their souls, especially through free artistic
expression and the discovery of the marvels of nature, made him
the warmest advocate of a reform of schools, particularly those of
the first grade, and of training schools for teachers. Although
addicted to Gentile's philosophical 'sect* for most metaphysical
problems, in which he had no great interest, he brought into
that trend of ideas which was to reform the schools in 1923